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AIRSPACE SAFETY & STANDARDIZATION

Drone Awareness in Air
Medical Communications

IAMTCS supports routine drone awareness as a standard element of air medical
communication. Drone activity is now part of the modern airspace environment—not an
edge case.

Public-safety agencies across the nation are increasingly using drones for operational missions. Because timely
communication is essential to safe mission planning and execution, drone awareness belongs in everyday comm-

center practice.

AIRSPACE RISK PROFILE & DATA ANALYSIS
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Projected U.S. small-UAS fleet Near-encounter reports Of validated sighting reports Near-midair collisions (NMACs)
across public & private sectors. between manned and documented high-risk close confirmed within studied
unmanned aircraft, 2014-2018. approaches under 500 ft. tracking windows.

FAA PROJECTION
FAA | NAS SIGHTING STUDY CONFIRMED NMACS

STANDARD DISPATCH SAFETY SCREEN QUESTION

“Are you aware of any drone activity at the scene?”

IAMTCS supports asking 911 call-takers this precise question as part of the standard safety screen—a routine
part of call intake whenever it may affect an air medical response.

A helipad response procedure Who initiates drone activity

IAMTCS supports a defined policy for agencies that manage Drone activity may come from hobbyists, public agencies, law
helipads when a drone is sighted near a pad—covering immediate enforcement, transportation departments, or commercial
notification, scene assessment, coordination with pilots and operators—and may affect the safety of scene access, landing
dispatch, and local escalation pathways when activity could affect zones, patient movement, and helicopter routing.

takeoff, landing, or hover operations.
A practical safety measure, not a restriction on lawful
drone use. Its purpose is to improve shared situational
awareness and reduce avoidable risk.
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